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# Summer Leisure Finance: How to Prepare for a Season of Boats, Bikes and Jet Skis

#### By Mary Nebotakis, Managing Director, Natloans, B. Eco, Dip. Financial Services

With warmer weather approaching, many Australians start planning how they’ll spend their summer —
whether that means cruising coastal waterways, exploring new riding routes on a motorbike, or hitting
the water on a jet ski. For many households, however, the challenge is knowing how to finance these
lifestyle purchases in a way that’s safe, structured and suited to their budget.

Leisure-asset finance has evolved significantly over the past decade. Today, borrowers have access to
a wide range of lenders, flexible loan types and competitive interest rates designed specifically for
recreational assets. Understanding these options can help Australians make informed decisions before
signing on the dotted line.

Below is an overview of how boat, motorbike and jet ski finance works, what to expect during the loan
process, and how to choose between secured and unsecured funding when planning a summer
purchase.

### Why Consider Finance for Recreational Assets?

Spreading the cost of a boat, bike or jet ski over a manageable loan term can make seasonal
purchases more accessible. Instead of a large upfront outlay, borrowers can plan for consistent
monthly repayments that align with their cash flow.

Lifestyle-asset loans are commonly used for:



First-time boat or motorbike purchases

Upgrades to newer models

Buying through private sellers

Accessing accessories and safety equipment

Financing both new and used recreational assets

For many buyers, finance also offers an important layer of protection — especially when purchasing via
private sale, where additional verification and compliance checks are essential.

### Secured vs Unsecured Loans: Understanding Your Options

When financing recreational assets, borrowers typically choose between secured and unsecured loan
structures. Each option suits different goals, asset types and budgets.

#### Secured Loans

A secured loan uses the asset itself (boat, bike or jet ski) as collateral. Benefits generally include:

Lower interest rates

Potential for higher borrowing limits

Longer loan terms , which can reduce repayment amounts

Suitable for newer assets that hold value well

Secured loans are often the preferred option when the aim is to minimise the overall cost of finance and
access competitive pricing.

#### Unsecured Loans

Unsecured finance does not rely on the asset as security. This structure suits buyers who:

Want flexibility without tying the loan to the asset

Are purchasing older models , accessories or smaller items

Need fast approval

Are funding a private-sale purchase that may not meet a lender’s secured-loan criteria

While interest rates may be higher than secured options, many borrowers choose unsecured loans for
convenience and speed.

### Boat Loans: Getting Out on the Water Safely and Affordably

Boats remain one of the most popular Australian leisure purchases, from fishing tinnies and runabouts
to cabin cruisers and jet-powered watercraft. When looking for a boat loan, buyers should consider:

How much they want to borrow

Whether the loan will be secured against the boat

The difference between new and used pricing

Additional costs such as trailers, safety gear and marine accessories

Many lenders offer pre-approval within 24–48 hours, giving buyers the confidence to walk into a
dealership or private sale knowing their budget is confirmed. Some lenders also require comprehensive
insurance, so factoring this into your budget early is useful.



### Motorbike Loans: Finance for Commuters, Weekend Riders and First-Time Buyers

Motorbike finance is widely accessible in Australia, with options available for commuter bikes, cruisers,
sports models, adventure bikes and more.

When comparing motorbike loans, consider:

Secured vs unsecured loan structures

Loan terms and repayment flexibility

Whether you need to finance accessories such as riding gear or luggage

Insurance requirements and coverage options

Approvals for motorbike finance are often fast when documentation is ready, making it easier to secure
a bike when the right listing appears.

### Jet Ski Loans: Fast Approvals for Summer Recreation

Jet skis continue to grow in popularity thanks to their relatively low upfront cost and high entertainment
value. Buyers can finance both new and pre-owned models, as well as trailers and essential safety
accessories.

When applying for jet ski finance, it’s helpful to understand:

How the lender assesses the age and condition of the PWC (personal watercraft)

The benefits of pre-approval before shopping

The difference between dealer and private-sale purchases

How to compare interest rates and loan fees

Having finance organised early makes it easier to act quickly during peak summer demand.

### Financing Private Sales and Older Models

Many recreational assets in Australia are purchased privately through platforms such as Facebook
Marketplace, Gumtree or boating and motorbike forums. While some lenders avoid private-sale
transactions, many buyers still prefer them due to wider choice and better pricing.

When financing a private sale, it’s important to ensure:

The asset is verified and free from encumbrances

Ownership documents are legitimate

The seller is genuine

The settlement process is secure

Working with a finance professional can help manage these checks and reduce risk — especially for
buyers who are new to private-sale transactions.

### Protecting Your Investment: Insurance for Leisure Assets

Boats, motorbikes and jet skis are high-use, high-exposure assets. Comprehensive insurance can help
protect against theft, damage, accidents and unexpected loss.

Key considerations include:

Whether insurance can be bundled into the loan



The difference between agreed value and market value cover

Required safety equipment and conditions

Excess, premiums and coverage limits

Because many lenders require insurance for secured loans, comparing policy options early in the
process can save time and avoid delays at settlement.

### Preparing for Summer: Why Pre-Approval Helps

As demand for leisure assets increases during the Christmas and holiday season, pre-approval can be
an advantage. It allows buyers to:

Shop confidently with a confirmed budget

Negotiate more effectively

Move quickly on the right asset

Avoid missing out during peak season

Whether purchasing through a dealer or private sale, having pre-approval in place streamlines the
process and helps prevent unexpected finance hurdles later.

### Final Thoughts

Financing a boat, motorbike or jet ski can open the door to a summer full of outdoor recreation — but
the key is choosing a loan structure that suits your financial goals, lifestyle and long-term plans.
Understanding secured and unsecured options, comparing lenders, and preparing documentation early
can simplify the process and help you make well-informed decisions.

For Australians looking to enjoy the warmer months on the water or open road, now is an ideal time to
explore leisure-asset finance options, compare rates and secure pre-approval before demand surges.
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