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# Is Your Home Loan Still Competitive in 2026? Why a Rate Check Matters
#### By Mary Nebotakis, Managing Director, Natloans, B. Eco, Dip. Financial Services

The start of a new year is a smart time to review your finances — and your home loan should be high
on that list. With interest rates, lender policies and loan features constantly evolving, many Australian
homeowners are unknowingly sitting on loans that are no longer competitive.

A simple home loan rate check in 2026 could help you reduce your repayments, improve your loan
features, or better align your mortgage with your current financial goals.

### Why Reviewing Your Home Loan Is So Important in 2026

Home loans aren’t “set and forget” products. Even small differences in interest rates can translate into
significant savings over the life of a loan.

For example, a rate difference of just 0.50% on a $600,000 loan could mean thousands of dollars in
extra interest over time. Yet many borrowers haven't reviewed their loan since they first settled.

A regular home loan review can help you:

Check whether your current interest rate is still competitive

Potentially lower your monthly repayments

Reduce the total interest paid over the life of the loan

Access usable equity for renovations, investments or other major expenses

Take advantage of updated lender policies, features or refinance incentives



In a changing rate environment, staying informed can make a real difference to your long-term financial
position.

### Refinancing Is About More Than Just a Lower Interest Rate

While interest rate is important, a competitive home loan is also about how well the loan structure suits
your lifestyle and future plans.

When reviewing your mortgage, it's worth considering:

Fixed vs variable rates Does your current structure still match your risk comfort and budget? Some
borrowers benefit from splitting their loan between fixed and variable portions.

Offset accounts and redraw facilities These features can help reduce interest while keeping funds
accessible — but not all loans offer them equally.

Flexibility for the future If you're planning renovations, starting a family, or investing, your loan should
support those goals rather than restrict them.

Your current financial situation Income changes, new expenses, or improved savings habits can all
affect what loan options may now be available to you.

A home loan that was right for you a few years ago may not be the best fit today.
### Who Should Consider a Home Loan Rate Check?

A mortgage rate review is particularly worthwhile if any of the following apply:
You took out your home loan more than two years ago

Your fixed rate period is ending soon

Your income, employment or living expenses have changed

You're planning renovations or looking to purchase an investment property

You haven't compared your loan to the market in a while

You simply want reassurance that your rate and features are still competitive

Even if you decide not to make changes, having up-to-date information gives you confidence that your
home loan is still working for you.

### How a Home Loan Review Works

Many borrowers assume refinancing is complicated or time-consuming, but a professional home loan
health check is often simpler than expected.

At Natloans, we:

Review your current loan, rate and features

Compare it with a wide range of lenders across the market

Assess whether refinancing could improve your rate, structure or flexibility

Explain the pros, cons and costs clearly so you can make an informed decision

There’s no obligation to proceed — the goal is simply to make sure you have the right information.

### Start 2026 With a Home Loan That Supports Your Goals



Your home loan is likely one of your biggest financial commitments. Making sure it remains competitive
can improve cash flow, reduce financial stress, and help you reach your goals sooner.

If it's been a while since you last reviewed your mortgage, a home loan rate check in 2026 could be a
valuable step toward smarter, more efficient finance.
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