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Buying a car in Melbourne? Whether you're upgrading the family SUV, purchasing your first vehicle,
replacing a work ute or considering a hybrid or electric vehicle, Melbourne car buyers are facing a very
different market in 2026 compared to just a few years ago.

Vehicle technology is changing rapidly, new brands are entering Australia, used car prices are
stabilising and finance options are becoming increasingly important as vehicle prices continue to rise.

Understanding these trends can help you make a smarter purchasing decision and potentially save
thousands on both your vehicle and your car loan.

Melbourne Buyers Have More Choice Than Ever Before

The Australian automotive market has become increasingly competitive, with buyers now able to
choose from a wider range of manufacturers than ever before.

Alongside traditional brands such as Toyota, Mazda, Ford, Hyundai and Kia, newer brands including
BYD, Chery, GWM and MG have established a strong presence in Australia.

This increased competition is providing buyers with more options across a range of budgets and vehicle
types, from affordable city cars through to family SUVs and commercial vehicles.

For buyers, more choice often means better value and more opportunities to negotiate.



Used Vehicle Prices Are Becoming More Affordable

Following several years of supply shortages and unusually high prices, the used vehicle market has
begun to normalise.

While quality used vehicles remain in strong demand, buyers are generally finding more stock available
and less competition than during the peak post-pandemic years.

For many Melbourne buyers, purchasing a late-model used vehicle can represent excellent value,
particularly when compared with the cost of some new vehicles.

When combined with a competitive car loan, buying used can often reduce monthly repayments while
still providing access to modern safety features and technology.

Hybrid Vehicles Continue to Grow in Popularity
Hybrid vehicles have become one of the fastest-growing segments of the Australian automotive market.

Many buyers appreciate the lower fuel consumption and reduced running costs while avoiding some of
the charging concerns associated with fully electric vehicles.

Popular hybrid models from Toyota, Hyundai, Kia and other manufacturers continue to attract strong
demand throughout Melbourne and across Australia.

As more hybrids enter the used vehicle market, buyers are also gaining access to more affordable
ownership options.

Electric Vehicles Are Becoming More Mainstream
Electric vehicles (EVs) have grown in popularity.

Improved technology, longer driving ranges and increasing availability have made EV ownership more
practical for many Australians.

While EVs may not be suitable for everyone; many Melbourne motorists are now actively comparing
petrol, hybrid and electric options before making a purchasing decision.

As the market continues to mature, buyers should consider both the purchase price and long-term
running costs when comparing vehicle types.

Car Finance Is More Important Than Ever
One of the biggest mistakes many buyers are making is focusing solely on the vehicle price.

With many new vehicles now costing between $40,000 and $80,000 or more, the way your loan is
structured can have a significant impact on the total amount you repay.

Things you should consider:
Interest rate

Loan term

Deposit amount

Balloon payment options
Early repayment flexibility

Total cost of the loan



A slightly lower interest rate or a more suitable loan structure can potentially save thousands of dollars
over the life of the loan.

Why More Melbourne Buyers Are Getting Pre-Approved

Obtaining a car finance pre-approval before shopping has become increasingly popular.
A pre-approval can help you:

Understand your borrowing capacity

Set a realistic budget

Shop with confidence

Strengthen your negotiating position

Avoid unnecessary finance applications

Knowing exactly how much you can borrow before you visit a dealership can make the buying process
simpler and less stressful.

Why Many Buyers Use a Car Finance Broker
Many Australians still walk into a dealership and accept the first finance option presented to them.

However, just as people compare home loans, it can also make sense to compare vehicle finance
options.

A car finance broker can help:

Compare multiple lenders

Find competitive car loan options

Assist self-employed borrowers

Help buyers with unique circumstances
Structure repayments around your budget
Arrange pre-approval before you shop

Having access to a range of lenders can provide greater flexibility and potentially better outcomes than
applying with a single institution.

Looking to Buy a Car in Melbourne?

Whether you're purchasing a new car, upgrading your current vehicle, financing a work ute or exploring
hybrid and electric vehicle options, understanding your finance choices is an important part of the
process.

At Natloans, our experienced finance brokers help Melbourne buyers compare car loan options from a
range of Australian lenders.

With more than 15 years of experience, access to multiple lenders and over 800 five-star reviews, we're
committed to helping Australians find finance solutions that suit their goals and budget.

Book Your Free Car Finance Consultation
Before you start shopping, speak with the team at Natloans and find out:

0 How much you can borrow



O What your repayments will look like

O Which lenders may suit your circumstances

O Whether pre-approval is available

O How to secure your next vehicle sooner

Contact Natloans today and take the first step towards your next vehicle with confidence.
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